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From the President

One of the most meaningful moments for me at the BHBE Retreat this year was a session in
which we each shared an object we hoped to pass down. As we spoke, many of us became
emotional, reflecting not only on the items themselves but on the people and memories
they represent.

| brought a saucer from a china set my grandmother received while living in a displaced
persons camp after the Shoah. For her, it was a connection to the life she had lost—a world
of family, tradition, and dignity. For me, that china is both a piece of our family history and a
symbol of the kind of home | aspire to create: one that welcomes others with warmth and graciousness.

For years, the set sat in a display case in my grandmother’s modest home, its delicate floral and gold pattern
standing in quiet contrast to her modest surroundings. Recently, my mother offered it to me, and | carefully
packed it up to begin its next chapter.

That experience felt especially resonant given the work many of us have been doing at BHBE as we prepare

for our congregational move. Like individuals and families, we are asking ourselves: what do we carry forward,
and what do we leave behind? Honoring our past does not mean holding onto everything—it means preserving
what continues to support and inspire the way we live, worship, and gather.

Our Memorabilia Committee has taken on this sacred task with care and dedication, spending countless hours
cataloging, digitizing, donating, and thoughtfully discerning which artifacts will accompany us into the future.

They are just one example of the extraordinary volunteer spirit that defines BHBE. From the Retreat Committee
to those who plan our Yom HaShoah commemorations; from our Youth Advisory Board and Shabbaton
organizers to our Building Committee; from daily minyan participants to Sisterhood, Men’s Club, and so many
others on our Board of Directors and committees—our congregation is sustained by people who show up for
one another.

Whether assembling hygiene kits, organizing programs, preparing celebrations, or simply offering a warm
welcome, our volunteers are the heart of this community. They give not out of obligation but from a genuine
desire to connect, contribute, and care.

It has been an honor to serve alongside you, and | am deeply grateful for the energy, creativity, and
commitment you bring to our shared endeavor.

As we look ahead, may we carry forward not only the meaningful pieces of our past, but also the values, hopes,
and dreams that define who we are—and who we aspire to be together.

Goreric B
Jessica Littmann
President of the Board of Directors




From Rabbi Crane

Among Them: Building Sacred Community Together

Throughout this past year at Beth Hillel Bnai Emunah, we continued strengthening the
invisible beams of sacred community together.

Jewish tradition teaches that holiness ultimately lives not only in sacred spaces but in sacred
relationships. Community is built through generosity, participation, learning, compassion,
celebration, and shared purpose. Again and again this year, we experienced the truth that
holiness emerges when people come together to build something meaningful.

This year at BHBE we created spaces for learning and sacred conversation. We strengthened relationships
across generations. We celebrated, mourned, questioned, danced, studied, remembered, and gathered
together. Through these moments, our congregation continued building a Judaism that feels thoughtful, warm,
participatory, and deeply alive.

Building Sacred Conversation

One of the defining themes of this year was our continued commitment to thoughtful Jewish engagement with
the complexities of contemporary life.

Our monthly ReJEWvenate Shabbat Seminars became important spaces for sacred conversation, learning, and
reflection. Through text study and discussion, community members explored topics including mental health,
Jewish veterans, Hanukkah traditions, Shabbat rest, tattoos, sports betting, and ethical investing. Together we
sought to reconcile tradition with modernity while addressing the pressing issues shaping our lives.

These seminars reflected something important about BHBE: ours is a community unafraid of complexity. We
believe Torah speaks meaningfully to contemporary life, and we believe difficult questions deserve thoughtful
engagement. We are deeply grateful to Lisa and Lee Bloom for their sponsorship and partnership in helping
make these meaningful learning opportunities possible.

Alongside these seminars, our weekly Talmud class continued creating opportunities for sustained engagement
with Judaism’s central rabbinic text. Week after week, community members gathered not simply to study
ancient words but to encounter Jewish wisdom as a living conversation that continues to shape our lives.

Building Community Across Generations
Throughout the year, BHBE continued investing deeply in intergenerational Jewish life.

Our expanded High Holiday offerings included a comprehensive youth program, musical worship experiences
featuring youth participation, educational opportunities throughout Yom Kippur, and family-centered Sukkot
celebrations. These experiences reflected our commitment to creating meaningful Jewish life for all ages.

That spirit continued throughout the year.

Our Tot Shabbat experiences, led by Morah Leah Novak, became beloved moments of joyful engagement
for our youngest families. Through music, movement, warmth, and celebration, children and parents alike
experienced Judaism as something vibrant, welcoming, and alive.
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Our annual Chocolate Seder welcomed more than sixty participants, offering families with young children an
accessible and joyful entry point into Passover traditions. Programs such as World Wide Wrap likewise invited
youth and adults alike to explore the enduring relevance of Jewish ritual practice.

Even our Purim celebration reflected the larger vision of our community. Through our “Back to the Future”
theme, we celebrated BHBE's storied history while creatively reimagining tradition for the present moment.

Building Joy, Warmth, and Belonging

One of the most meaningful aspects of synagogue life often unfolds in moments that cannot easily be
guantified.

Conversations after services.

Families lingering at kiddush.

Children laughing together.

Friends checking in on one another.

Throughout this year, BHBE continued strengthening those invisible bonds of belonging.

Our Winter Shabbaton became a particularly powerful example of this communal spirit. Through worship,
learning, meals, games, singing, and simple togetherness, members of all ages gathered to create warmth and
connection during the coldest months of the year.

Similarly, our community-wide Hanukkah celebration transformed an ordinary winter evening into a joyful
gathering filled with music, games, sufganiyot, and laughter. Our Yom Ha’Atzmaut celebration invited the
community to gather through food, music, dance, and shared celebration.

Again and again, these moments reminded us that the sanctuary is not merely the building itself. The sanctuary
is what happens inside it.

Building Memory, Compassion, and Responsibility
This year also included moments of profound remembrance and reflection.

In November, members of our congregation attended the Nova Exhibition together, bearing witness to the
horrific events of October 7th and its aftermath. Gathering together in memory and solidarity reminded us that
Jewish community exists not only to celebrate together, but also to grieve together, process together, and stand
together in moments of heartbreak.

Another defining theme of this year was our continued effort to cultivate a Judaism attentive to emotional and
spiritual well-being.

Our seminar on Judaism and mental health, along with broader conversations around emotional health, rest,
compassion, and human dignity, reflected our belief that Jewish wisdom speaks directly to the realities of
modern life.

This commitment extended beyond our congregation. This year, | had the opportunity to present a lecture for
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the International Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs titled “Healing Mind, Body, and Soul: Mental Health Through
Jewish Wisdom” and to lecture at Hebrew Seminary on contemporary Jewish legal decision-making within the
Conservative movement.

In addition, | was honored to be selected as a Rabbi Nechemiah Nobel Scholar at The New Jewish Academy.
Also, my most recent paper for the Committee on Jewish Law and Standards was formally submitted for review.

These moments reflect an important dimension of BHBE’s identity. Ours is a community deeply committed to
serious Jewish learning, thoughtful religious engagement, compassion, and the ongoing work of building Jewish
life for the contemporary world.

Throughout this year, we continued building together.

We built through study and song.

Through children’s laughter and sacred memory.

Through difficult conversations and joyful celebrations.

Through acts of generosity, volunteerism, partnership, compassion, and presence.

May our congregation continue to be a place where Jewish life feels alive and relevant, where people
encounter one another with dignity and care, and where holiness truly dwells among us.

- R o 7

Rabbi Nate Crane

Community

=
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From Cantor Roytman

Dear friends,
This has been an exciting and full year filled with ritual, music, service, and growth.

Shabbat in the Shade provided a wonderful start to our academic year, featuring food, comradery and
music by our amazingly talented kids and teens who played and sang Shabbat music infusing our service with
happiness and joy.

The High Holidays season brought another set of wonderful spiritual and musical engagements, from the High
Holidays Youth and Adult choir and creative music service on Erev Rosh Hashanah to songs in the Sukkah with
students from our academy. We also engaged students as Torah readers throughout the holidays, and it was
wonderful to see them on the bimah!

Hanukkah brought yet more BHBE magic through musical celebration featuring our own Academy students,
professionals, with clergy Rabbi Crane and myself participating fully. It was a wonderful celebration to cherish
and to remember.

The Cantor’s Concert—And Then We Sing: Melodies and Voices of Prayer—on March 8 featured our home-
grown talent of Academy students performing with me and guests, bringing together diverse audiences and
even raising some extra revenue. Many agreed - the concert was a great success.

Purim featured a celebration with Academy students as musicians and singers along with members and
professionals in the band. | enjoyed my role as a Crazy Professor and would do it again in a blink of an eye. The
Purim spiel - Homeward Bound - was also a big hit.

Pesach was yet another celebration not just of the holiday but of our community through music, worship, and
celebrations.

The Yom Ha’Atzmaut celebration featured a live band with Academy students, parents, professionals, and
clergy as musicians.

In addition to all of the above, the following took place enhanced by music and creative spirit:

Men’s Club/Kulanu Food for Thought Breakfast featured pianist David Schlossberg, who shared his story of
survival and perseverance.

Kley Zemer Shabbat was introduced a few months ago on the third Friday of the month (dates subject to
change going forward). This service features our members and Academy students as musicians and service
leaders. Join us - it’s a lot of fun!!!

Teaching t’filah and choir at the Academy was one of the highlights of the past year as | was helping our
amazing Academy teachers and students in learning t’filot and music for holidays and Shabbat. | look forward
to continuing this next year!

This year it was my honor to tutor b-mitzvah candidates Reva Bornstein, Eli Buchbinder, Isla Crane, Eva

Rose Dickinson, Dalia and Julian Drexler, Julia Eisenberg, Mitchell Goldberg, Bella LaBorde, Caleb Melzer, Ari
Reynolds, Hannah Rosen, Ziv Tuby, and Noah Ury. It has been a wonderful experience, and | look forward to
connecting with more families and kids in the future. In lieu of the b-mitzvah program we conducted two
b-mitzvah seminars, assigned Torah portions through 2029, and revised our existing b-mitzvah manual to make
it more comprehensive.




Kol Torah initiative, developed by our own Karen Bieber with input by the clergy and committee, put together
initiatives and activities that feature our already active Torah readers. We invite everyone to join at any level to
become a part of the leining team. As a part of this initiative, | taught two seminars on Torah chant focusing on
the meaning of ta’amei hamikra, the significance of cantillation and special sections of the sacred text.

| look forward to completing the year with celebrations of Shavuot, during which we will honor our Torah
readers, Kabbalat Shabbat on June 5 featuring Cantor David Rosen from Holy Blossom Temple in Toronto, and,
of course, the spectacular gala - Maxwell Street Memories - on June 14.

Cantor Pavel Roytman

Musical moments
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BHBE Board

Thank you to our very dedicated volunteer board. We can’t do any of what we do without you!

Executive Board

President
Jessica Littmann

Executive Vice President
Ken Cohen

Vice President, Youth Education and Engagement
Allison Kamen

Vice President, Ritual and Religious Practice
Harriet Robbins-Ost

Vice President, Community Engagement
Shoshana Reynolds

Vice President, Advancement and Development
Fran Diamond

Secretary
Harris Miller

Treasurer
Adam Goldfarb

President, BHBE Sisterhood
Barbara Ungar

President, BHBE Men’s Club
Dan Chodrow

Immediate Past President
Cynthia Lerner

General Board

Carla Banoff

Jon Clemons

Tim Comar

Laurie Feinstein
Andrea Graham
David Greenstein
Joan Kripke
Rochelle Leff
Stewart Miller
David Mogul

Fred Rosenwasser
Elly Rousso

Gail Schneiderman
Gail Swerdlik

BHBE’s mission is to foster a caring and welcoming community that provides
meaningful, accessible, diverse pathways to our Jewish tradition’s wisdom,
compassion, and joy in sacred multi-generational fellowship.
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Youth Education and Engagement

The youth of BHBE are the foundation of our future. We are fortunate to have a dedicated caring community
supporting our youngest congregants and their families. Highlights from our successful year include:
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Our 14 b-mitzvah students made us proud—studying, preparing, teaching, and leading us as they move
into Jewish adulthood.

The holiday programs were enhanced with youth activities supported by our Hedva and our
Youth Committee.

Young families shined as they participated at our in-house Shabbaton and the annual BHBE Retreat.

Our youth group (grades 6 and up) enjoyed outings to Puttshack and a Bulls game.

The youth choir, led by Cantor Roytman, honored us all with beautiful music.

Camp Shabbat and the camp fair brought a bit of summer fun to a cold winter day.

Congregants and friends celebrated together at our annual Purim Carnival that had a new twist as it was
held at SkyZone in Evanston.

Our annual Academy fundraisers were a huge success!

* Over 200 Affy Tapples were sold to begin the new year with a sweet treat.

* Students and families joined together for our Annual Spaghetti Dinner. Following the theme of
“Gratefulness,” students entertained us with their talents, the clergy band and youth choir filled the
room with music, and students raffled off challah covers hand made by each grade.

On a personal note, serving BHBE and the youth community for the past four years has been an honor. Our
youth community has thrived supporting BHBE and each other. I’'m grateful for the opportunity to lead this
fabulous community and can’t wait to see what comes next.

Allison Kamen
Vice President, Youth Education and Engagement

Shabbat in the Shade | August 2025
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BHBE Academy

The 2025-2026 school year began strong with 53 students. From the very first day, our dedicated teachers
welcomed students with enthusiasm and launched into a meaningful year of learning, creativity, and connection.

All grades used Shalom Learning, an updated curriculum designed to enrich students’ understanding of chagim
(Jewish holidays), middot (Jewish values), and simple Hebrew vocabulary, including days of the week, manners,
numbers, and colors, in a dynamic and engaging way. Students also enjoyed weekly havdalah services and
sing-alongs led by Rabbi Crane, Cantor Roytman, and Hedva Yitzhak, which added warmth and spiritual depth
to our Sundays. In addition, Cantor Roytman continued to cultivate musical engagement and Jewish expression
through his work with grades 4—7 (and one very enthusiastic 1st-grade drummer!).

Throughout the year, students participated in hands-on learning experiences, including
e cooking to connect with Jewish traditions,

e decorating our beautiful BHBE Sukkah with Men’s Club,

e |earning about the Hanukkah Oil Factory,

* baking Oznei Haman for Purim, and

® baking matzah and preparing two traditional charoset recipes.

BHBE’s Sisterhood and Men’s Club played a vital role in enriching our students’ experiences. We enjoyed

a fun and meaningful Yom Yarok led by Sisterhood, and students learned about tefillin and participated in
World Wide Wrap with Men’s Club. Both organizations supported our Academy Open House by engaging with
students and sharing childhood Shabbat stories while parents visited classrooms.

Grade-Level Highlights

Pre-K and kindergarten focused on Hebrew letter and sound recognition and engaged in hands-on learning
about chagim and parashat hashavua. First grade completed learning the aleph-bet and explored Torah stories
and mitzvot related to both Shabbat and weekday life.

Second grade explored each Jewish holiday as it arrived on the calendar, learned its meaning, observances, and
blessings through books, songs, and hands-on projects, and studied core Jewish values through the Shalom
Learning program. In Hebrew, students use Shalom Aleph Bet to review letters and sounds, learn vowels, begin
reading, and practice early Hebrew writing skills. Students also collected tzedakah weekly.

Fourth through 7th grades strengthened Hebrew and tefillah reading, participated in Friday services,

and learned key holiday blessings, including candle lighting for Shabbat, Hanukkah, and Yom Tov, the full
Friday-night kiddush, and Passover nusach to deepen their understanding of Pesach traditions. Many of our
7th graders made us proud as they completed their b-mitzvot beautifully and with confidence. They also
participated in a meaningful social-action project with Sisterhood, helping assemble sanitary/hygiene kits as
they learned about community responsibility.

This year we launched a new program for 8th graders: MIT — Madrichim & Madrichot in Training. Each student
served as a mentor to a younger student, supporting them with Hebrew reading, prayers, and b-mitzvah
preparation. The program was guided by a dedicated teacher who oversaw student progress and helped the
mentors develop leadership and teaching skills.




Additional Learning Experiences

® Grades 4 and 7 participated in a special learning session with the Sarnoff Center for Jewish Genetics,
exploring Jewish identity, heritage, and the role of genetics in understanding our shared story.

e Rabbi Crane visited classrooms for a lively and beloved “Ask the Rabbi” session, when students asked
thoughtful (and often humorous) questions about Judaism, Torah, and Jewish life.

e Students engaged in age-appropriate discussions on current events in Israel and explored the country through
interactive learning, walking across a giant map of Israel, learning Israeli songs and cultural traditions, studying the
words and meaning of the national anthem Hatikvah, and exploring the partnership between America and Israel.

e We had two congregational dinners with Kabbalat Shabbat services honoring Academy students.
e Camp Shabbat and Youth Shabbat morning services showcased our talented students.

® Rabbi Crane, Cantor Roytman, and our teachers guided students through the order of the seder, exploring its
meaning through songs, hands-on learning, and joyful discussion. Students impressed us with their knowledge
and curiosity.

e This year we introduced a special Shacharit Morning, where Academy parents were invited to join morning
minyan in prayer. The morning was warm, meaningful, and deeply appreciated by families and staff alike. We hope
this will be the first of many opportunities for parents and students to share tefillah and community together.

Looking Ahead to 2026-2027

Academy will begin on Tuesday, September 8, and our first event will be on Tuesday, September 22, with a
joyful Sukkah decorating kick-off event to bring our community together right from the start. We look forward
to welcoming even more students next year and continuing to build a vibrant, engaging, and meaningful Jewish
learning experience for every child who walks through our doors.

Hedva Yitzhak
Principal, BHBE Academy

Academy fun | August 2025—-May 2026
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Ritual and Religious Practice

We are fortunate to have celebrated many lifecycle events at BHBE on Shabbat mornings throughout the 2025-
2026 year. We shared in the joy of b-mitzvahs, aufrufs, baby namings, and birthdays, and as a compassionate
community we embraced our fellow congregants as they observed yahrzeits and more recent losses.

Each week | reached out to congregants who sponsored or enhanced Shabbat kiddush and asked whether
they would like an honor to commemorate a simcha, birthday, or yahrzeit at Shabbat morning services. Most
people were very appreciative of such an offer during the solemn, reflective time before a yahrzeit or as they
joyously anticipated an aufruf, baby naming, birthday, or other simcha - and most folks gladly accepted honors.
| encouraged all congregants to contact me at any time for an honor—an aliyah, opening/closing the Ark, or a
reading—for any reason or for no particular reason.

May we continue to go from strength to strength as a holy kahal and always support each other in difficult
moments and celebrate happy occasions!

Harriet Robbins-Ost
Vice President, Ritual and Religious Practice

Purim | March 1, 2026
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Community Engagement

At Beth Hillel Bnai Emunah, community engagement connects longtime members with those just starting to
get involved. Through intentional outreach and dedicated committee work, we have fostered an environment
where individuals feel a sense of belonging. Our programming honors tradition while adapting to the needs of a
modern congregation, guided by experienced members and energized by new ones.

Our investment in young families continues to be a cornerstone of our growth, evidenced by the high
participation in our youth-focused spiritual sessions. Tot Shabbat provides a warm, accessible entry point for
our youngest children, while Junior Congregation offers a more structured and educational experience for older
kids. These programs, alongside our dedicated programs for families with young children, create a pipeline of
engagement that allows families to grow within our walls. The joy of these sessions often spills over into our
larger communal celebrations, such as the Purim Carnival, which remains a highlight of the year for our families.

Beyond the sanctuary, our engagement is defined by shared experiences that build lasting bonds. Seasonal
events like Shabbat in the Shade allow us to appreciate the beauty of nature and fellowship, while the BHBE
Retreat provides a deeper opportunity for reflection and community building away from the daily grind. We
also take great pride in our commitment to chesed (kindness), particularly through our initiative of delivering
mishloach manot (baskets of goodies) to the elderly in our community. These visits do more than just deliver
a treat; they combat isolation and ensure our senior members remain a visible and cherished part of our
congregational family.

The vitality of our community is further bolstered by the robust activities of our Men’s Club and Sisterhood.
The Men’s Club continues to draw a diverse crowd with signature social events like Scotch & Steak, providing a
relaxed space for camaraderie and networking. Simultaneously, the Sisterhood remains a pillar of cultural and
spiritual connection, hosting hands-on events like their challah-making workshop that pass on essential Jewish
traditions to new generations. Together, these groups and programs create a rich tapestry of engagement that
makes Beth Hillel Bnai Emunah a true home for all.

Shoshana Reynolds
Vice President, Community Engagement

Annual Spaghetti Dinner | November 16, 2025
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Community Engagement

“Our Future Is Bright”—the 2026 BHBE Retreat

As of this writing, | haven’t fully unpacked from the 2026 BHBE Retreat. Every time | walk by the items our
family brought for the weekend, | am reminded of the amazing time we had.

| see jackets, umbrellas, and sunscreen, reminding me of the pleasant spring weather up at the Perlstein
Retreat Center in Lake Delton, Wisconsin. Time in nature, away from the busyness and responsibilities of our
normal lives at home, helped the 104 participants relax and get to know each other in a new way.

| see extra copies of the retreat schedule that I’'m going to save as a memory and to help us plan for a future
retreat. Over the course of the short weekend, held April 10-12, 2026, there were so many fun and educational
activities packed in, making our schedule six pages long! Our incredible congregants led programs for all

ages, with highlights including a discussion looking at prayers in a new way, forward-thinking Lego building,
meditation, minute-to-win-it games, a bonfire, a book discussion, heartfelt show-and-tell conversations,
never-ending gaga games, and so much more. Many noted that their favorite event was the Glow Games, an
intergenerational competition featuring trivia, physical challenges, and a sing down.

There are the pairs of sunglasses that we received in our welcome bags, representing the theme “Our Future

is Bright.” The intergenerational nature of the retreat allowed congregants to meet others outside their peer
group, which led to thoughtful conversations about our personal futures, the future of our synagogue, and the
future of the Jewish people. We left the retreat feeling hopeful and optimistic about what lies ahead for us. We
hope you'll all join us for our next retreat—we’ll share the date as soon as we have it!

Shabbatons

After our previous retreat in 2024, we decided that we wanted the fun to continue back at home. How can we
capture the immersive experience of a retreat in the woods of Wisconsin and bring it back to BHBE? We came
up with the Shabbaton, an event which we hope to hold 3-4 times a year at the synagogue.

Our Winter Shabbaton, held in January 2026, consisted of a Shabbat dinner and song session on Friday night,
combined with our Saturday morning worship and ReJEWvenate service, kiddush, and learning session.
Our youngsters spent much of the afternoon building a giant blanket fort in the youth lounge while adults

Chocolate Seder | March 27, 2026
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Community Engagement

participated in a book discussion led by Marcie Eskin. Adults played board games and mah-jong while kids
played games, and we joined together for a lasagna dinner and havdalah.

We are in the planning stages for Shabbatons in summer 2026, fall 2026, and winter 2027. Please plan to join us
for these fun, intergenerational events that bring our whole community together.

Committee members

The retreat and the Shabbaton would not be possible without the hard work of amazing, dedicated, passionate,
creative, and fun committee members. While planning adult programming, programming for children and teens,
worship, logistics, food, publicity, and more, these committee members spent months working on every detail
of these events to make them fun and meaningful for everyone, while also encouraging and cultivating new
leaders. Our volunteers worked tirelessly to recruit diverse groups of participants of all ages and backgrounds
to attend the Shabbaton and retreat by way of countless phone calls, emails, texts, and kiddush conversations—
and thank you to our participants for answering these calls and saying yes!

Todah rabah (thank you) to the following people for serving on our retreat committee:

Elizabeth Cohen, Ken Cohen, Jon Clemons, Katie Clemons, Rabbi Crane, Rabbi Dickman, Laurie Feinstein, Sheila
Gideon, Lia Goldfarb, Andrea Graham, Michael Kahn, Susan Kay, Alyson Kirkpatrick, Jessica Littmann, Janet
Mostow, Aileen Primack, Bev Reinglass, Shoshanna Reynolds, Cantor Roytman, Debbie Schwartz, Lee Schwartz,
Laura Stone, and Hedva Yitzhak

Thank you to our Shabbaton committee: Rabbi Crane, Katie Clemons, Laurie Feinstein, Lia Goldfarb, and Laura
Stone.

Lia Goldfarb

BHBE Retreat | April 10-12, 2026
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Advancement and Development

A Season of Strength and Connection

In our tradition, when we reach the end of a book of the Torah, we stand and recite three words: Chazak,
chazak, v'nitzchazek—Be strong, be strong, and let us strengthen one another. | used that idea as our theme of
the annual appeal, but now as | look back on this past year serving as the vice president for advancement and
development, | see how it connects to the entire year. We had a series of moments where individuals showed
strength, leadership showed strength, and ultimately, we worked to strengthen the entire fabric of

our community.

The First Chazak: Strength in Leadership

The first “strength” | witnessed this year was within our own leadership. Our annual appeal is the engine of our
organization, and this year that engine was powered by 100% board participation. Having every single member
of our leadership team commit to the appeal sent a clear, heartfelt message to the congregation that we
believe in our shared future. This “leading from the front” allowed us to meet our ambitious financial goal of
$115,000. Beyond the dollars, the board’s personal outreach to member families turned a fundraising request
into a meaningful dialogue. It proved that our financial health starts with the strength of our commitment to
one another.

The Second Chazak: Strength in Community Action

The second strength came from our grassroots efforts—the volunteers and members who put our values into
motion. Our Purim mishloach manot fundraiser was a phenomenal success, raising over $8,000. While the
number is impressive, the heart of the project was the dedicated crew who hand-delivered baskets to our
“super seniors.” Ensuring our eldest members felt the joy of the holiday was a priority that resonated deeply.

We also saw this strength in our new Friendraisers pilot program. By engaging 12% of our membership and
raising $1,200 through small, intimate gatherings, we proved that fundraising doesn’t always have to be a grand
gesture. These events created lasting memories and new connections, proving that the small bonds between us
are what truly hold the structure together.

16



V’nitzchazek: Strengthening One Another

The final part of that traditional phrase—v’nitzchazek, or “let us strengthen one another”—is where | see our
greatest opportunity for the coming year.

While we met our dollar goals for 2026, our data shows that we still have room to improve our overall
participation rate. Our support is deep, but we want it to be wide. True communal strength comes when every
family—regardless of the size of their gift—feels they have a stake in our house. In the coming year, | hope the
new board will continue to broaden the base so every member can be counted. When we all participate, we
strengthen one another in a way that dollars alone cannot.

Our Grand Finale: Maxwell Street Memories

We are now moving toward the big end to our year with the upcoming gala, “Maxwell Street Memories.”
The energy surrounding this program is already incredible. Through sponsorships, ticket sales, and ads, and
membership book tributes, we are already seeing the community come together to celebrate our history and
invest in our future. | truly hope to see every one of you there to celebrate, connect, and toast to the chapter
we are finishing—and the one we are about to begin.

Final Thoughts

Fundraising can often feel like a series of spreadsheets, but as the VP, | have seen the personal connection that
is behind the numbers. Thank you to my fellow exec board members, who always offered their advice and
guidance; to my ad hoc committee members, who jumped in to help, make calls, plan, and think through our
challenges; to our extremely hard-working staff who help in so many ways; and to all of you, the members, who
make everything worthwhile.

Chazak, chazak, v’'nitzchazek. We have been strong, we continue to be strong, and together, we will strengthen
this community for years to come.

Fran Diamond
Vice President, Advancement and Development

Mah-Jong and Friendraisers
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Sisterhood

The BHBE Sisterhood Affiliate has enjoyed another exceptional year—one defined by dynamic programming,
strong and thoughtful leadership, and a dedicated membership committed to enriching both our congregation
and the broader community.

Leadership and Membership

This year we are proud to be guided by a large and energetic leadership team. Our executive board includes
17 officers, supported by a general board of 51 active and engaged members. Together, they bring creativity,
commitment, and care to every aspect of Sisterhood life. We would like to thank our executive committee and
general board for two very solid years of leadership, devotion, and creativity!

Our general membership remains strong, with 168 women whose participation and enthusiasm continue to
drive our success. It is this collective spirit that makes our Sisterhood such a vibrant and meaningful part of
BHBE.

Social Programs

Our social calendar has been both lively and enriching, offering opportunities to connect, learn, and celebrate
together.

* Opening Program: A delightful evening featuring dinner and magical entertainment by Leopold the
Magician

* Culminating Program: A memorable dinner accompanied by a beautiful musical performance from Cantor
Pavel Roytman and violinist Alex Koffman of Maxwell Street Klezmer Band

* Daytime Series: Relaxed light lunches paired with engaging speakers, including Harriet Grayson discussing
her book Accidental Gangster: Dutch Schultz and Me and Barbara Barrett sharing the fascinating history of
Sears Roebuck & Co. in Chicago

* Special Interest Groups: Ongoing gatherings such as our knitting circle and mahjong

Ways and Means Programs

Our fundraising efforts have once again been both successful and impactful, supporting Sisterhood
programming as well as the greater community. Highlights include:

* Happy Day and Memorial Cards

* Rosh Hashanah congregational greeting cards

* New Year’s challahs and flowers

* Holiday Boutique featuring unique seasonal gifts

* Passover sales, including salamis, kishkes, bags of plagues, and beautiful potted flowers
* The Rummage Sale

* Our year-round Sisterhood Gift Shop

These initiatives not only generate essential funds but also create opportunities for members to participate,
give back, and support our synagogue through generous donations during the year.
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Community and Congregational Programs

Beyond social and fundraising activities, Sisterhood continues to make a meaningful impact through programs
that support both our congregation and the wider community:

* Torah Fund Program: Supporting scholarships and programs at the Jewish Theological Seminary

* Thanksgiving Gift Card Project: Partnering with The Ark to provide food and essentials to those in need
* Hygiene kits for Sinai Hospital to distribute to discharged patients

* Sisterhood Shabbat: A special service led by our members, followed by a warm and welcoming kiddush
* Providing baked kugels for shiva homes and planting trees in memory of beloved members

* Sharing our work with the broader congregation, including a presentation at the Men’s Club “Food for
Thought” breakfast highlighting our ongoing support for the Jewish community in Sumy, Ukraine

Looking Ahead

The BHBE Sisterhood continues to be a vibrant, welcoming, and impactful organization. Through meaningful
programs, strong connections, and a shared commitment to community, we enrich the lives of our members
and those around us. We look forward to our next two years with our new officers and board members.

Barbara Ungar
President, BHBE Sisterhood

)
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Financial Summary

As we approach the end of our June 30 fiscal year, we have much to be proud of, but we must also recognize
the important work that remains to strengthen our long-term financial health.

In 2025, we implemented our Investment Policy related to the proceeds of sale. As stated in the Investment
Policy statement:

The Portfolio is to be invested with the objective of preserving the long-term, real purchasing power of
assets while providing a relatively predictable and growing stream of annual distributions in support of the
purpose of the Endowment. Additionally, a portion of the Portfolio’s assets may be utilized for the purpose
of purchasing a building for the BHBE Congregation.

Over the course of 2025 and the first quarter of 2026, $1.5M was invested in equities, with the remainder
invested in fixed income and cash and cash equivalents. During this same period, we earned approximately
$215,000 in passive income (interest and dividends) and saw market appreciation of approximately $217,000.
These results reflect the strength of our investment policy and our commitment to the careful stewardship of
our resources.

At the same time, we have continued to identify opportunities to reduce costs and increase efficiency without
sacrificing the services our members expect. We are especially grateful to members Steve Kolmin and Jon
Clemons, who spent significant time and energy calculating and negotiating a favorable utility and maintenance
sharing agreement with the Village of Wilmette. Due to this arrangement, we will only be responsible for paying
a fraction of the ongoing utility costs while we maintain our residence at 3220 Big Tree Lane. In addition, with
Jon’s assistance we have updated our internet, phone system, and access control system, which will save the
synagogue thousands of dollars annually.

While these changes are encouraging, we remain focused on reducing our annual operating deficit. This year,
a portion of the deficit was offset by the passive income mentioned above. The remainder, however, was paid
for with the proceeds of sale of our building. This is neither sustainable nor is it in our best long-term interest.
As such, we have turned our attention to other significant drivers of our deficit, including food, security costs,
and, most importantly, payroll, and we are developing plans to bring these costs down and return to a deficit-
neutral state.

The progress we have made over the past year demonstrates that BHBE is capable of adapting, managing our
resources responsibly, and planning strategically for the future. With continued discipline and commitment to
our shared goals, we are confident we can further strengthen our financial position and our BHBE community
for years to come.

Adam Goldfarb
Treasurer




Men’s Club

It was another jam-packed year for the Men’s Club. As always, our members worked hard to create and support
programming that benefits our entire BHBE community.

We partnered with the Academy to decorate the Sukkah, helping hang the students’ handmade decorations
along with the traditional corn and gourds. Jay Lawrence led a team of grillers to feed the masses at our annual
Scotch & Steak event, with Scotchmeister Eric Diamond treating us to a “Loch Ness Monster vs Godzilla”
comparative tasting of Japanese and Scotch whiskies.

Steve Bucksbaum coordinated our annual World Wide Wrap event with the Academy and the Rabbi, who

led a class in the origin and significance of the ritual of laying tefillin. Steve also coordinated this year’s FJMC
Man & Youth of the Year awards, which were a “home game” held at BHBE. We had the chance to honor Zvi
Tannenbaum and Ben Plawsky in front of a packed house. He also worked with lvan Cramer to fulfill the Men’s
Club’s solemn duty to provide yellow candles in commemoration of Yom HaShoah.

One Sunday a month, Jeff Roth and Jay Lawrence filled our brains and bellies at our Food For Thought
Breakfast. Jeff brought in thought-provoking speakers on topics solemn, entertaining, and inspiring.

Harold Primack and Jay introduced several generations to pickleball. Tom Ungar hosted the annual Cubs game
outing. And as | write this, the Gala-Rama raffle is rolling full steam ahead.

I’'m pleased that the Men'’s Club was able to share these experiences with the greater BHBE community, and |
look forward to more enriching programming in the years to come.

Dan Chodrow
President, BHBE Men’s Club

Men’s Club Memories
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Kulanu means “all together,” and its purpose is to create an accessible and inclusive environment for people
with all types of disabilities. Our goal is to bring together people with disabilities into the congregation. We also
provide education on disability identity. We have various types of programs from disability awareness to Jewish
Disability Awareness Month in February. We recently had a very well-attended concert and presentation with a
disabled pianist named Dave Schlossberg last February for the Men’s Club Food for Thought Breakfast.

Lia Niederberger
Kulanu Chair

World Wide Wrap | February9, 2025
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Learning Curve

Soon after the High Holidays our weekly Wednesday morning Talmud class with Rabbi Crane commenced, both
in person and on Zoom. We tended to move slowly throughout the texts, as comments and questions from the
loyal participants gave us all additional issues to ponder.

Fall evenings were graced with three classes on the Akedah given by Rabbi Kensky. These were well attended
by 20-25 of his fans.

Ray Glassenberg’s witty and beautifully researched commentaries on the weekly parshiyot were offered after
many of the Shabbat morning services. Ray does an amazing job of providing written and illustrated materials
for us to use during these classes. His creativity is remarkable and greatly appreciated.

Rabbi Crane and Cantor Roytman provided studies on transitions in prayer services and Jewish music. Rabbi
Crane taught a two-part series discussing the Jewish legal parameters of the Torah service, including aliyot,
Torah reading, Haftarah reading, and prayers. Cantor Roytman taught two classes on trope, both in the Torah
and in prayers.

Tapping the resources of our members, offerings by Ahouva Hasbani granted us insight into the works of lesser
known scholars of former times. Sandy Goldlberg, our resident philosophy professor, drew his usual large
attendance last spring discussing “American Jewish Thought Since 1934.” Later this month, he’ll be taking us on
a study of Jewish humor. Quite a diversion!

“Beneath the Surface: Explore the ‘hidden’ Jewish themes in Spielberg blockbusters”, featuring screenings and
discussions of Jaws, E.T., and Jurassic Park (complete with popcorn and candy!) brought us together on winter
Saturday nights.

On a very sober subject, Allan Rodin and his committee provided “Creativity and Survival During the Holocaust,”
a most meaningful program highlighting accomplishments of Holocaust survivors despite their hideous
experiences.

Our Tikkun Leil Shavuot will again draw from the knowledge and creativity of our own congregants. Come and
hear “What’s in a Name?”, “Jewish Detective Stories” and more.

Sheila Gideon
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New Building Plans

Fiscal year 2025 marked a defining milestone in our journey, laying the groundwork for a future home designed
to serve our congregation for generations. It was the culmination of an extensive and thoughtful search
process, during which we evaluated nearly 70 properties and visited dozens in person. Many of you have been
part of this journey, offering input and following along as we worked to discern the right long-term home for
our congregation. It was not a quick or easy process, but it was a necessary one to ensure we made the right
decision for both today and our future needs.

Throughout that search we remained grounded in three essential criteria that shuttered many other opportunities:
location, zoning, and parking. These priorities helped guide every conversation and every visit, ensuring that
whatever space we ultimately chose would allow us to gather, operate, and serve our community effectively.

As you already know, that journey led us to 4555 Church Street. While the building itself is best described as a
“diamond in the rough,” it presents a unique and exciting opportunity. Instead of trying to retrofit our needs
into an existing space, we now have the ability to shape and design a facility that is truly aligned with who we
are as a congregation.

We’ve begun working with our architect to reimagine what this building can become. Every aspect of the space
is being thoughtfully considered for how we gather, how we welcome others, and how the building can serve
multiple purposes over time. This is more than a renovation—it is a transformation that reflects both our
current needs and the vision we have for the future.

Our goal is to create a space that will sustain and support our congregation for generations to come. That means
thinking beyond immediate functionality and focusing on long-term durability, flexibility, and purpose. We want to
build something that not only works well on day one, but continues to serve effectively for years ahead.

Planning and design are already underway, and we are making steady progress behind the scenes. At this point,
we anticipate beginning construction in Q4 of 2026, with a target move-in of Q4 of 2027. This timeline allows us to
approach each phase with care, ensuring that we are being both intentional and responsible as we move forward.

We also want this to be a shared journey. To help keep everyone connected and informed, we’ve created a
live construction planning site (click the link or scan the QR code) where you can follow along with updates,
milestones, and progress as they unfolds. It’s an opportunity for all of us to stay engaged and see how this

vision is coming to life.

Ultimately, this project represents an important next step for our congregation. It’s about more than a
building—it’s about creating a space that strengthens our community, supports our mission, and prepares us
for the years ahead. We're grateful to be moving ahead together and look forward to all that is to come.

This milestone is a direct reflection of our congregation’s shared commitment and vision. Every step forward
has been made possible through collective support, thoughtful input, and a willingness to invest in the future.
As we move into the next phase, we invite everyone to remain engaged, informed, and involved as we bring
this vision to life together.

Jon Clemons
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BHBE IS ON THE MOVE!

NEW BUILDING CONSTRUCTION TIMELINE
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Our Generous Donors

We are so grateful for our partnership as one community in sustaining us financially. We thank those of you
who have given above and beyond your membership dues, Academy tuition, and kiddush donations to help us

provide so much to so many people.

With special thanks to: Lisa and Lee Bloom for funding our Saturday Seminar program, Sheila and Larry Gerber
for funding our Israel and Camp Scholarship program and underwriting our Retreat, and The Seidenberg Family
for generously widening the reach of the Annette W. & Mel F. Seidenberg Youth fund.

The list below is as of May 6, 2026, and does not include membership, Academy/b-mitzvah fees, Sisterhood

donations, or Men’s Club membership.

Diamond ($10,000+)

Anonymous
Lisa and Lee Bloom
Jessica and Alan Littmann

Platinum ($5,000-59,999)

Greer and Arthur Braun

Leah and Avi Buchbinder

Dianne Cotton Caplan and Wayne Caplan
Elizabeth and Dr. Ken Cohen
Daniela Israel and Alejandro Drexler
Colleen and Ira Dubin

Sheila and Larry Gerber

John Given

Lia and Adam Goldfarb

Irene and Basil Jacobson

Rachel and Larry Plawsky

Drs. Deborah and Lee Schwartz
Susan and Dr. Charles Tannenbaum
Koby Tuby

Barbara and Thomas Ungar

Gold ($1,000-$4,999)

Anonymous (6)

Carole and Donald Babendir
Stacy and Darrin Baim

Ira Becker

Judith and Dr. Gabriel Berlin
Phyllis Berlin

Inez Berman

Laura Stone and Kathy Betts

Karen and Rick Bornstein

Bettyann Brody Bucksbaum and Steven Bucksbaum
Ruth Wellin and Tyler Campbell

Dr. Joanna Weinstein and Dr. Marcello Cherchi
Kate and Daniel Chodrow

Kathleen and Jon Clemons

Rachel and Rabbi Nate Crane

Fran and Eric Diamond

Karen Appel and Marc Drazin

Gail Schnitzer Eisenberg and David Eisenberg
Estelle Elekman

Marcie and Richard Eskin

Randi and Dr. Robert Feder

Laurie and Joel Feinstein

Sheila and Vern Gideon

Michele Bresler and Barry Goldberg

Gail Goldberg

Judith Levey and Sanford Goldberg

Ronald Goldsmith

Alysia Miller-Goldstein and Irwin Goldstein
Henry Gould

Andrea and Joshua Graham

Jennifer and Carter Greene

Liz Sokol and David Greenstein

Ahouva and Isaac Hasbani

Ruth Hecktman

Eunice and Bruce Hershman

Laure and Gary Johnson

Cheryl and Michael Kahn

Susan Kay




Dr. Larry and Resa Keer
Cherylanne and Stephen Kolmin
Mrs. Alisa Koppel

Sashie Kraff

Marcy Kreiter

Allison and Joel Kurzman

Dr. Randi and Zach LaBorde

Jay Lawrence

Estee and Jonathan Lehrer
Rachel Sacks and Michael Lehrer
Anne Gendler and David Leib
Susan Lieberman

Barbara and Alan London

Lisa and Stewart Miller

David Mogul

Janet and Jack Mostow
Jennifer Oppenheimer

Carol and Stuart Pellish

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Primack
David Penzell

Harriet Robbins-Ost

Beverly and Dr. Howard Reinglass
Judy and Sheldon Reis
Shoshanna and Scott Reynolds
Jean Rice

Miriam and Daniel Rosen

Dr. Deborah Boxerman and Dr. Michael
Rosenbaum

Heidi and Benjamin Rosenberg
Jackie Rosenwasser

Marilyn and Gary Rubin

Cynthia Lerner and Lane Rubinstein
Janet and Robert Sacks

Gail and Irwin Schneiderman
Marrissa Seidler

Ellen and Allen Sered

Debra and Neil Siegel

Robin and Dr. Paul Smulson

Gail and Jerry Swerdlik

Karen and Dr. Michael Thirman
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Ury

Phyllis Zaban
Susan and Dr. Irving Zagorin
Alyson Kirkpatrick and David Zwickl

Silver ($500-5999)

Anonymous (4)

Carla and Neil Banoff

Lori Bega

Marvin Berger

Dr. Giselle Mosnaim-Buyer and David Buyer
Maria and Edward Chupack

Ellen and Ira Cole

Esther Chereck

Rachael Comar

Dr. Tim Comar

Elita Fine and Ivan Cramer

Carolyn Dinofsky

Laura Mell and Arthur Dolinsky
Carole and Michael Dunn

Simone Ispa-Landa and Alexei Elinson
Jackie Ernest

Iva and Zelig Falevits

Mrs. Beth Fraum

Rebecca and Zachary Garrett

Esther and Stephen Ginsberg

Dr. Naomi Vaisrub and Dr. Raymond Glassenberg
Carole Greene

Malachy Gunther

Trudy and Jerrold Hobfoll

Jane Hornstein

Stella and Seth Johnson

Eve Levin

Jennifer Jobrack and David Lundy
Marsha Lyons

Holly Margolin

Allison Kamen and Michael McElwee
Alon Melzer

Joan and Harvey Meyers

Barbara Moss

Rabbi Reni Dickman and Aaron Nessel
Leah Novak
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Joyce Pollack and Amir Penn
Aviva and Allan Rodin

Beth and Samuel Rodin
Beverly Rosen

Dr. and Robert Rosen

Lisa and Matt Rothenberg
Elly and Maurice Rousso
Cantor Pavel Roytman

Debra Samuels

Melissa Schiffman and Robyn Schiffman
Mr. and Mrs. Joab Silverglade
Marina Smulson

Dorothy and Edward Stone
Jory and Andrew Weissman
Mr. and Mrs. Morton Winer
Brenda and Bradley Wulfstat
Beth and Alex Zaretsky

Bronze ($18-5499)

Anonymous

Carley Groobman-Abadi and Joseph Abadi
Dr. Stanley Bakshy

Jenna Banoff

Linda Becker

Harriet and Elliott Bender
Jody and Ron Benishay

Dr. and Mrs. Irwin Benuck
Beth and Martin Birnbaum
Robyn Becker and Allan Bogan
Dr. Ellen Brull

Richard Chesis

Mrs. Joyce Cohen

llene and Edmund Diamond
Barbara and Joel Dolin

Marcia and Marshall Dolnick
Katie Power and Mitch Dubin
Rochelle and Bernard Dyme
Mr. and Ms. Paul Feinstein

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Feldman
Janice and Steve Feldman
Mrs. Elyse Ferdinand

Sheila Fisher

Eileen Fixler

Beverly and Marshall Fleischman
Gail and Walter Fried

Diane Friedman

Hillel Furlager

Katie and Daniel Galvin

Ms. Kimberly George

Irving Geslewitz

Randi Gideon

Raymond Gilbert

Jean Gold

Drs. Dianne and Steven Goldman
Karen and Kenneth Goldstein
Charles Gordon

Craig Gordon

Cynthia Goren

Steven Green

Ellen and Steven Greenwald
Melanie Gordon

Dr. Linda Gruenberg
Barbara and Eli Harris

Terrie and Joel Hellman

Ms Scharlotte Honorow

Ida and Garry loffe

Caryn Jacobs

Barbara and Michael Katz
Beverly and Stanley Klein
Cantor Menahem Kohl
Marla and Steven Krause
Mr. and Mrs. Pasquale Landi
Rozelle Langer

Rochelle Leff

Natalie and Stanley Leon
Dena Levenson

Cathy and Steven Levin
Stacy and Adam Levine
Barbara and. Maimon Lusky
Mr. and Cantor David Merrin
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Meyer
Ms. Lisa Mick
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Lia Niederberger and Harris Miller

Bonnie and Steven Moss
Dr. and Mrs. Jose Nazari
Isabele Nisenbaum

Sheri and Sigi Offenbach
Hannah and Matt Opad
Joseph Palomares

Gerald Perlow

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Pines
Eleanor and Paul Plotnick
Mrs. Elaine Pollack

Mr. and Mrs. William Posternack
Rachel and J. Mark Powell
Marc Primack

Eileen and Aaron Rapoport
Ms. Michelle Reitman
Barrie Robins

Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Rosen

Mr. Michael Rubinstein
Scott Sandler

Adrienne and Fred Schaye
Trude Schnitzer

Margo Schwartz-Newton
Rachel and Albert Serour
Melinda and Phillip Sharkan
Joelle Shabat and Victor Shiller
Yael and Stuart Spector
Jaclyn and Dr. Darryl Stern
Sarah Steuerman

Sharon Stoller

Mr. and Mrs. Steven Sturt
Janice and Michael Weiner
Donna Woods and Uri Wilensky
Hila Wise

Hedva Yitzhak

Dr. and Mrs. Jack Zoldan
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Thank you for a wonderiul
year of community, learning,
worship, and fun!

We look forward to
next year?!



Beth Hillel Bnai Emunah
3220 Big Tree Lane
Wilmette, IL 60091
847.256.1213 | bhbe.org
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